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February 13, 2007, marks the 115™ anniversary of Robert Jackson’s
birth in the Jackson family farmhouse in Spring Creek Township, Warren
County, Pennsylvania.!

Jackson rose from his rural beginnings in western Pennsylvania and
his upbringing in southwestern New York State to metropolitan settings,
high offices in national government, the world stage and very many
accomplishments, but his spirit and style never moved far from his family’s
Spring Creek farmland, the adjacent Jackson Hill and the surrounding
woods and streams. These are the illustrative words that Jackson, the 46-
year-old Solicitor General of the United States who at the time was a much-
discussed Democratic Party presidential prospect, dictated in January 1939
in response to a query from a reporter who was writing a syndicated
newspaper series for boys and girls on “Hobbies of Famous Men and
Women™2:

My hobbies are very simple ones.

Since my work is a continuous round of contest and
competition, I prefer only hobbies which are non-competitive. |
decline hobbies in which a score is kept, such as bridge or golf.
They are too apt to result in watching your score instead of enjoying
the game.

My hobbies vary with the season, for they are associated
with the out-of-doors and with the rural environment in which I am

* Professor of Law, St. John’s University School of Law, New York City, and Elizabeth S.
Lenna Fellow, Robert H. Jackson Center, Jamestown, New York (www.roberthjackson.org). I posted
an earlier version of this text, without the footnotes and document images that have been added here,
to my Jackson email list on February 12, 2007.

! For a few details on Jackson’s birth, see the archived version of my February 14, 2006, posting
to the Jackson list.

2 See Louis M. Notkin to Robert H. Jackson, Jan. 17, 1939 (photographic image included as part
of this file), in Robert H. Jackson Papers, Library of Congress, Manuscript Division, Washington,
D.C. (“RHIL”) Box 17.
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happy to have been reared—a leisurely and rambling walk with no
effort at making mileage, or long horseback rides are always
enjoyed. Skiing or skating in winter and tennis in summer are
pleasant exercise and diversion, although I do not excel in any of
them. I like sail skating and boating and puttering in the garden,
and almost anything that can be done out-of-doors without keeping
any score. Scores and records and competitions are about the only
thing I can’t tolerate in the line of sports.’

3 Robert H. Jackson to Louis M. Notkin, Jan. 20, 1939 (unsigned carbon copy) (photographic
image included as part of this file), in RHJL Box 17.
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