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On Monday, December 22, 1952, the Supreme Court of the United 

States announced six decisions and then recessed for the holidays. 

 

Justice Robert H. Jackson delivered the Court’s opinions in two of 

the cases.  One involved the measure of damages to recover from chain 

stores that had sold, unwittingly, cocker spaniel statuettes that had been 

copied from a copyrighted work of art, “Cocker Spaniel in Show 

Position.”1  The other decision involved the federal Declaratory Judgment 

Act.2 

 

During that 1952 Term, Justice Jackson employed two law clerks, 

William H. Rehnquist and Donald Cronson.  I do not know where Bill 

Rehnquist was on December 22, 1952—at work at the Supreme Court, I 

suppose.  But Don Cronson was not on the job.  He was in New York City, 

maybe interviewing for a post-clerkship job, apparently staying on Fifth 

Avenue across from the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

 

Cronson’s absence was just fine with Justice Jackson.  From the 

Supreme Court, he sent Cronson a telegram.  It was something of a holiday 

gift: 

 

Donald Cronson 

995 Fifth Avenue 

New York City 

 

Return this week only for personal reasons.  Nothing urgent  
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here.  Best wishes. 

 

Robert H. Jackson3 

 

In this holiday season, I thank you very much for your interest in 

the Jackson List, including how you share these posts and encourage 

people in your networks to become Jackson List subscribers.  And I hope 

that you will have very happy, urgency-free days away from your work 

chambers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 See Telegram from Robert H. Jackson to Donald Cronson, Dec. 22, 1952 (sender’s carbon 

copy), in Robert H. Jackson Papers, Library of Congress, Manuscript Division, Washington, D.C., 

Box 177, Folder 3.  An image of this document is the following page. 
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