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May 17, 2020, marks the sixty-sixth anniversary of the United States 

Supreme Court’s decisions in Brown v. Board of Education and its 

companion cases.  These unanimous decisions were right then, and they still 

are right today and going forward.  They are among the most important 

events in U.S. history. 

 

L-R:  NAACP lawyers George E.C. Hayes, Thurgood Marshall, and James M. Nabrit, Jr. 
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The Court—Chief Justice Earl Warren and eight Associate Justices, 

including Robert H. Jackson—held unanimously that government 

segregation by race of school children was, henceforth, barred by the U.S. 

Constitution.  The Court declared that state government school segregation 

was barred by the Fourteenth Amendment’s Equal Protection Clause, and 

that federal government school segregation was barred by the Fifth 

Amendment’s Due Process Clause. 

 
L-R: Back row: Associate Justices Tom C. Clark, Robert H. Jackson, Harold H. Burton & Sherman 

Minton; Front: Associate Justices Felix Frankfurter, Hugo L. Black, Chief Justice Earl Warren, & 

Associate Justices Stanley Reed & William O. Douglas. 

 

For reading on Brown Day and at other times, here are the decisions: 

* Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (and 

companion cases from Delaware, South Carolina, and 

Virginia -- the State cases); and 

* Bolling v. Sharpe (from the District of Columbia -- 

the Federal case). 

And click this link to get to relevant pieces in the Jackson List 

archive, including: 

* from 2010, “May 17, 1954”; 

* from 2011, “Brown Day”, about winning attorney 

Thurgood Marshall; and 

* from 2018, “Nine Votes, Nine Present: The 

Unanimity of Brown v. Board of Education”. 

https://2q8k4r0w.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.law.cornell.edu%2Fsupremecourt%2Ftext%2F347%2F483/1/010001722367cfd4-e1669144-ab8b-433e-b046-07c903c78f5a-000000/vg1GsP3oPG1droXg0-__jKpcZyA=162
https://2q8k4r0w.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.law.cornell.edu%2Fsupremecourt%2Ftext%2F347%2F497/1/010001722367cfd4-e1669144-ab8b-433e-b046-07c903c78f5a-000000/SlK_qrKlx6150MalZyBINq1V8rA=162
https://2q8k4r0w.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fthejacksonlist.com%2F%3Fs=Brown%2Bv.%2BBoard%2Bof%2BEducation%2Bunanimous/1/010001722367cfd4-e1669144-ab8b-433e-b046-07c903c78f5a-000000/GRflZW5gbQMtocJEfggCtQft7Rg=162
https://thejacksonlist.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/20100517-Jackson-List-May-17-1954.pdf
https://thejacksonlist.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/20110517-Jackson-List-Brown-Day.pdf
https://thejacksonlist.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/20180517-Jackson-List-Brown-Nine.pdf
https://thejacksonlist.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/20180517-Jackson-List-Brown-Nine.pdf
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Calendar of Chief Justice Earl Warren, May 17, 1954, in the Earl Warren Papers, Library of 

Congress, Manuscript Division, Washington, D.C., Box 29. 


